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SUBJECT: RESTRUCTURING OE NATO MINISTERIAL SESSIONS 

1. IN MEMORANDUM (PO/74/27) SENT NATO DELS MARCH 22, DSYG 
PANSA PROPOSED ALLIES PLAN AGENDA AND STRUCTURE OF NEXT NATO 
FOREIGN MINISTERS' MEETING ALONG LINES OF REVISIONS SUGGESTED 
BY ERG WHICH U.S. HAS CONSISTENTLY SUPPORTED. TEXT OF MEM- 
ORANDUM EOLLOWS: 

2. BEGIN TEXT 

POSSIBLE RESTRUCTUREING OF MINISTERIAL COUNCIL DEBATES 

1 . SINCE THE MEETING IN COPENHAGEN LAST JUNE, THE 
QUESTION OF THE FORM OF MINISTERIAL MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL 
HAS BEEN DISCUSSED ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS. THE MAIN PURPOSE 
HAS BEEN TO SEE IF WAYS CAN BE FOUND TO BRING ABOUT MORE 
EFFECTIVE DIALOGUE AT THE MEETINGS. MOST RECENTLY, THE 
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC RAISED THE 
MATTER IN HIS LETTER OF 1 ITH FEBRUARY, WHICH WAS TAKEN UP 
AT THE MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL ON 13TH FEBRUARY, 27TH 
FEBRUARY, AND I4TH MARCH. 

2. THE PRINCIPAL RECOMMENDATION WHICH HAS EMERGED IS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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THAT WE SHOULD SEEK TO FOCUS MINISTERIAL DEBATE MORE SPECI- 
FICALLY AROUND INDIVIDUAL AGENDA ITEMS, WITH MORE SPONTANEOUS 
INTERVENTIONS FOR WHICH ADDITIONAL INTERPRETATION COULD BE 
PROVIDED AS NECESSARY. THESE ARRENGEMENTS SHOULD NOT HOWEVER 
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RULE OUT THE POSSIBILITY OE ANY MINISTER SO WISHING MAKING A 
GENERAL STATEMENT, THOUGH IT IS THE UNANIMOUS VIEW THAT THE 
OVERALL LENGTH OE MINISTERIAL MEETINGS SHOULD NOT BE INCREASED. 
A FURTHER IDEA WHICH HAS BEEN ADVANCED AND TO WHICH EFFECT 
MIGHT BE GIVEN BY ANY MINISTER WHO WISHES, IS THAT SOME 
STATEMENTS COULD BE CIRCULATED IN WRITING IN ADVANCE IN ORDER 
TO SAVE TIME AT THE MEETING ITSELF. 

3. 1 ACCORDINGLY PROPOSE THAT WE SHOULD PLAN THE 

AGENDA AND STRUCTURE OF THE NEXT EOREIGN MINISTERS' MEETING 

WITH THESE VIEWS IN MIND. 

END TEXT 
RUMSFELD 

CONFIDENTIAL 

« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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